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Abstract 

The process of economic development of countries and the set of economic policies in recent decades has been such 

that environmental challenges have become one of the most important concerns of policymakers. Therefore, it can be 

important to study the role and impact of government economic policies on environmental quality. The pervasiveness 

of environmental consequences is one of the factors that make it necessary to examine its various dimensions in a wide 

range of political actions of governments. Therefore, many country leaders and environmental activists are trying to 

make policies to improve the environmental situation of their country. Environmental policy refers to commitments on 

environmental issues by organizing laws, regulations, policies and other political mechanisms. These issues generally 

include air, water, waste management, ecosystem management, biodiversity conservation, natural resource 

conservation, wildlife and endangered species. By monitoring human activities, these policies can prevent harmful 

effects on the biophysical environment and natural resources, as well as environmental changes and their harmful 

effects on human life. This study examines the environmental policies of the Republic of Tatarstan and the Ministry of 

Natural Resources and Ecology of the Russian Federation. 
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1. Introduction 

Economic growth and development are one of the main concerns of economists and policymakers in every country. 

In order to target and plan for improvement in economic growth, accurate identification of the factors affecting it is 

inevitable. Labour and physical capital have been factors that have been considered in many studies (Busheneva, & 

Stetsyunich, 2018). However, in recent decades, some studies have introduced these concepts by introducing the 

concept of environment. The environment is a very large and complex set of various factors that affect and are 

affected by human performance and activities (Maron et al., 2018; Burns et al., 2020; Gangi et al., 2020). Therefore, 

this concept implies that the subject of the environment encompasses a wide range of different dimensions. On the 

other hand, each country considers different goals and programs in order to achieve growth and development. But to 

achieve these goals, developing countries are facing the problem of environmental degradation. Because most 

economic activities depend on the use of natural resources and less activity can be found that ultimately does not lead 

to the creation of environmental waste. Thus, economic development, taking into account environmental 

considerations, has long been the focus of economists. If in the framework of development programs, the economic 

activities of the government and the environment are considered together; These two factors are complementary to 

each other and cause ecological balance. Therefore, in order to move in the direction of development, not only the 

environment and economic development are not two opposite poles; Rather, both are a factor in the balanced 

promotion of societies (Alons, 2017; Li et al., 2017; Liao, 2018; Xu et al., 2018). 
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The policy is a set of measures by which the ruling elite, represented by the government, legislative bodies, ensures 

the management of social development in order to meet the needs and interests of citizens, to maintain order and 

stability in accordance with the country's constitution. This term is also used to describe laws, mandates or 

regulations established within the political process of the state (Grachev, 2004; Alekseev et al., 2016; Meyer, 2002; 

McCombs, 2004). The key attributes of policy are political actions that arise as a response to a problem requiring an 

urgent solution (Bennett & Entman, 2001). The environmental policy includes actions made by the government at the 

federal, regional and local levels to safeguard the environment and protect natural resources (Duan et al., 2012). The 

actions which done by the state to protect the environment are associated with solving many other problems, for 

example, the problem of ensuring economic growth, the search for new energy sources, the observance of the rights 

of enterprises and individuals, which significantly affect the effectiveness of the environmental policy. At the same 

time, the coordination of actions of the federal and regional authorities is extremely important in the implementation 

of the state environmental policy, which requires a search for consensus, mutual concessions, reaching a compromise 

within the framework of existing legislation (Adriaanse, 1993; Jaffe et al., 2002; Miller, 2000; Smith, 2000; Teets, 

2018). The roots of environmental policies dating back to the 1960s show that these issues are reaching their 

mid-maturity. Throughout human history, groups, societies and civilizations have been in contact with their 

environment. But it is only modern nation-states that have considered environmental issues as a political issue since 

the early 1960s. Historically, not much time has passed since the 1960s. But in this short time, a high motivation has 

been formed in different societies to consider environmental policies as vital and to try to make them operational 

(Busheneva, & Stetsyunich, 2018; Shahab et al., 2018; Metze, 2020). 

The government is one of the most important economic sectors of any country, which in the form of legislation and 

economic security, provides a suitable environment for the optimal allocation of resources, as well as economic 

growth and development. In fact, by creating facilities and infrastructure, it plays a role in increasing economic 

efficiency. Therefore, by implementing economic policies, it affects the activities of other economic sectors. In the 

economic literature, there are different views and theories about government involvement in economic activities, 

which are generally divided into two main groups: 

 In the first view, it is assumed that in the context of government activities, economic growth and 

development are of paramount importance. Thus, economic growth is achieved by delegating economic 

decisions to individuals or private institutions. On the other hand, the productivity of government economic 

activities is much lower than the private sector and the role of government, especially in the labour and 

capital markets, is an obstacle to corporate investment activities. Therefore, government interference in 

economic activities leads to undesirable allocation of resources and inefficiency in the system. 

 The second view considers the role of the government necessary in achieving the goals of economic 

development because the vast volume of government activities is more powerful to drive the engine of 

economic development. Therefore, the government's intervention in increasing effective investments to 

promote the country's economic growth and development is justified. 

Information support of state policy is an important factor in its effectiveness. As a communication channel between 

the governing bodies and the population, coverage of the state's activities performs not only an information function 

but also a communication and organizational function, seeking to form the significance of the measures taken in the 

public consciousness, their approval and support from citizens. In this regard, a particular place is engaged by the 

information support of the state's efforts in the environmental conservation and protection field. The designated 

problems are a matter of concern not only for national states but for all over the world. The ecological crisis, which 

disrupted the human environment, changed the planet's natural balance, extremely exacerbated contradictions in the 

"society-nature" system and raised the question of our civilization future existence with all its urgency (Shkiperova, 

& Druzhinin, 2018). The emerging environmental problems have affected almost all fields of public life. First of all, 

the negative impact of the unfolding environmental crisis affected the economic growth, causing difficulties in 

solving national economic problems, which could neither negatively affect the social and demographic situation in 

the world, causing not only an aggravation of the existing problems but also the emergence of new ones related to the 

state of human health and living conditions. Negative changes in the environment caused by unbalanced, predatory 

environmental management forced the international community to reconsider the existing relationship between 

nature and human, not only to intensify the participation of national states in ensuring environmental safety but also 

combining their efforts to compensate for the damage caused to the environment (Mol, 2009; Gifford & Comeau, 

2011; Korppoo et al., 2015).  

The main tool that regulates human relations with the environment in accordance with the laws protecting nature and 
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ensuring environmental safety, using all feasible channels for the foundation of a civilized individual's approach to 

the environment, is the state environmental policy (Matveeva, 2010). Its effectiveness, as a factor in optimizing 

relations between society and environment, the rational resource use, is largely determined by timely, complete and 

active coverage of problems in the environmental development, communicating to the population the importance of 

each individual's personal responsibility for preserving the habitat, available natural resources, and deliberately 

limiting material needs. In accordance with the Federal Law of the Russian Federation No. 7-FZ dated January 10, 

2002 "On Environmental Protection", Article No. 11 "Rights and Obligations of Citizens in the Field of 

Environmental Protection", and with the current Constitution of the Russian Federation, "every citizen has the right 

to a favourable environment, its protection from negative impacts caused by economic and other activities, natural 

and man-made emergencies, reliable information on the environmental status, as well as compensation for 

environmental damage” (Federal Law No. 7-FZ dated January 10, 2002). This law is basic in the activities of the 

Russian Federation to preserve the environment and determines the main directions of the modern state 

environmental policy (Feldman, 2012; Busheneva, & Stetsyunich, 2018; Balabanova et al., 2019). 

2. Methods 

The environment is a very pervasive field due to its actions and reactions with other economic, social and cultural 

sectors. Economically, it is a provider of production inputs and a factor influencing economic growth; Socially, 

healthy living space is a requirement of a healthy society that includes natural and climatic features and the national 

customs and traditions and patriotic and historical identity of each country evolve and develop in accordance with it. 

It is obvious that the development and continuation of economic growth at the cost of nature destruction will not be 

sustainable in the long run. Therefore, paying attention to environmental considerations, recognizing the existing 

challenges facing countries in the process. Figure 1 shows the Ranking of environmental policies according to their 

contribution to sustainable development (Pojani et al., 2013). 

 

 

Figure 1. Ranking of environmental policies according to their contribution to sustainable development (Pojani et al., 

2013) 

 

National development policies are needed as the most important priority in economic, social and political decisions. 

Environmental policies have components and rules, the most important of which are as follows: 

A) the right of access to environmental information; 

B) the right to participate in environmental decision-making; 

C) The right to education on environmental issues; 
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D) The right of access to administrative and judicial authorities, including punishment and compensation for 

environmental damages. 

These rules are contained in most international agreements, including the Rio Declaration, the Sofia Strategic 

Principles of 1995, the International Convention on the Right to Information and Public Participation in the 

Environment of Denmark, the International Convention on the Right to Information, and Public Participation in the 

Environment (1998), European Convention on Human Rights (Article 10), Climate Change Convention (Article 6), 

Geneva Protocol on Mediterranean Protected Areas, Kingston Protocol on Marine Wildlife Conservation Caribbean 

(Article 1), Nairobi Protocol on Protected Areas and Wildlife in East Africa (Article 15), United Nations Structural 

Convention on Climate Change (Article 1, Paragraph 1), Convention on Biological Diversity (Articles 13 and 17) etc. 

have been elaborated. 

The inductive analysis of the content of the official websites of the MENR of the Republic of Tatarstan and the 

Ministry of Natural Resources and Ecology of the Russian Federation carried out within the study made it possible to 

identify the specific nature of covering the activities of regional authorities in the field of environmental safety. The 

materials content analysis of the regional media made it possible to reveal the peculiarities in the information 

coverage of the state environmental protection measures of the MENR of the Republic of Tatarstan and the Ministry 

of Natural Resources and Ecology of the Russian Federation. 

3. Results and Discussion 

Studying the activities of the MENRof the Republic of Tatarstan related to the implementation of its main functions - 

management in the use of natural resources, environmental protection, radiation safety, control of the radiation 

situation in the Republic of Tatarstan, regulation of subsoil use relations, management of the study, use and 

reproduction of the mineral resource base, regulation of relations in the field of using subsoil plots of local 

significance - was carried out based on the materials investigations posted on the official websites of the Ministry of 

Natural Resources and Ecology of the Russian Federation and the MENRof the Republic of Tatarstan. The study 

time frames cover the period from January 2015 to December 2019.  

The results of the content analysis of the official websites of the ministries on the highlighted topics of material 

coverage are given in Table 1. When comparing the total volume of publications on the website of the MENRof the 

Republic of Tatarstan, there were 244 items more posted than on the website of the Ministry of Natural Resources 

and Ecology of the Russian Federation (3866 vs. 3622). Content analysis of publications, carried out according to the 

criterion of their content, showed that the information posted on the website of the Ministry of Natural Resources and 

Environment (MNRE) of the Russian Federation is more related to coverage of legal issues, legislative acts, official 

documents in the field of environmental policy. Thus, there are more than four times more publications related to the 

coverage of laws, plans, official press conferences held on this occasion on the website of the federal ministry than 

on the website of the regional department for the same period (2,452 vs. 577). The website content of the MENRof 

the Republic of Tatarstan is distinguished by great attention to information coverage of the state measures aimed at 

solving environmental problems, events, forums, exhibitions held in this regard, as well as events related to the 

environmental education and public awareness, environmental violations in the republic. Thus, there are seven times 

more identified environmental violations on the website of the MENRof the Republic of Tatarstan. 

 

Table 1. The number of publications on the websites of the Ministry of Natural Resources and Ecology of the 

Russian Federation and the MENRof the Republic of Tatarstan for 2015-2019 

Feature category 

Contests, conferences, environmental 

forums, environmental exhibitions 

and environmental lectures 

Laws, plans, official 

press conferences 

Identified 

environmental 

violations 

MNRE of the Russian 

Federation 
1126 2452 44 

MENRof the Republic 

of Tatarstan 
2963 577 326 

 

Comparative analysis of the press activities office of the Ministry of Natural Resources and Ecology of the Russian 

Federation and the MENRof the Republic of Tatarstan shows that the press office of the federal ministry posted 

almost 3.5 times fewer publications than the regional department for the period under review (76 vs. 259).  
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The bulk of materials of the MNRE of the Russian Federation were published in electronic media such as Izvestia, 

Vedomosti, Lenta.ru, Rbk.ru, Rossiyskaya Gazeta, Kommertant, TASS, Interfax, Moskovsky Komsomolets, 

Komsomolskaya Pravda, Argumenty i Fakty, etc.  

Most of the publications were placed in the following editions in the regional media by the press office of the 

MENRof the Republic of Tatarstan:  

- Information Agency "Tatar-inform" (Kazan residents discovered a discharge of wastewater with a specific smell 

into the lake of Zalesny village);  

- Electronic periodical www.prokazan.ru(Ecologists: wastewater was poured into the lake in Zalesny village);  

- Internet Newspaper "Vechernyaya Kazan" (A wastewater discharge into the lake was found in Zalesny village);  

- Network Publication "Komsomolskaya Pravda": (Environmentalists are engaged in lake pollution in Kazan);  

- Online Edition "Sobytiya": (Zalesny village residents complained about the wastewater discharge); 

- Internet Newspaper "Realnoe Vremya": (Environmentalists have identified wastewater discharge into one of the 

lakes in Kazan); 

- Internet Portal "TatCenter.ru": (Ministry of Ecology of the Republic of Tatarstan detected wastewater discharge into 

the lake located in Zalesny village); 

- Internet Edition "Kazansky Reporter": (Kazan residents complained about lake pollution in Zalesny village (Figure 

2). 

 

 

Figure 2. Publications in the media of the press offices of the ministries for 2015-2019 

 

An important aspect of the research was the possibility study of citizens' access to a communication channel with the 

state authority in charge of environmental protection. Table 2 shows the results of a comparative analysis of 

resources that provide access to the population for contacting a government agency, and the possibility of feedback 

from the “Ministry of Natural Resources and Ecology of the Russian Federation” and the “MENRof the Republic of 

Tatarstan” to the population. 

The results obtained make it possible to assert that the communication relationship of the regional government body 

with citizens is more intense than that of the federal agency. Thus, there is a Republican Public Ecological Reception 

under the MENRof the Republic of Tatarstan, which interacts through such channels as telephone, e-mail, 

information system "People's Control", mobile application "School Eco-Patrol", a contact number via WhatsApp or 

Telegram, makes a personal appointment through the ministry's reception. 
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Table 2. Communication resources of the "Ministry of Natural Resources and Ecology of the Russian Federation" 

and the "MENRof the Republic of Tatarstan" with citizens for 2015-2019 

Department's communication 

resources with citizens 
MNRE of the Russian Federation 

Ministry of Natural Resources and 

Ecology of the Republic of 

Tatarstan 

Official website with access to the 

Internet reception 

 

Available 

 

Available 

Unified hotline Available Available 

Specialized application 
Our Nature 

(available in test mode) 

School Eco-Patrol 

People's Control ("Ecology" 

category) 

"VKontakte" social network, 

number of subscribers 
679 1813 

"Telegram" messenger Not available Available 

"WhatsApp" instant messaging 

system 
Not available Available 

"Instagram" application, 

publications 
Not available 

 

1765 

"Instagram" application, 

subscribers 
Not available 8694 

 

To increase the activity of the republic's population, to attract citizens to solving environmental problems, the 

ministry provides incentives in the form of a monetary equivalent. A bonus of 1,500 roubles is paid for a photo or 

video recording of relevant information containing confirmation of environmental legislation violations, which is 

reflected on the official website of the department. The MENRof, the Republic of Tatarstan, receives on average 

about 13,000 messages of this kind during the year. According to statistics provided by the Ministry of Ecology and 

Nature Management of the Republic of Tatarstan for 2019, 

(https://ex.kpfu.ru/owa/redir.aspx?C=KrLip6oqALsPf3nzWJlzwswGef1y6N2K_9NsA9GeXfiTPbPOcC3YCA..&U

RL=https%3a%2f%2feco.tatarstan.ru%2f), a total of 13m944 appeals were received from the republic's population.  

According to the results obtained, the most popular communication channel between the citizens and the ministry 

was the State Information System of the Republic of Tatarstan "School Eco-Patrol" (8,652 calls per year). The 

second position is occupied by such a form of appeal to a state body as an appointment through the ministry's 

reception and personal reception of the republic citizens (2,153 appeals per year). The next group of calls is occupied 

by messages recorded through additional communication channels - WhatsApp, Telegram, Eco. signal and the 

ministry's hotline (1,706 calls per year). 1,433 notifications were registered through the State Information System of 

the Republic of Tatarstan "People's Control".  

The data obtained from the analysis of citizens' appeals to the Republican Public Ecological Reception allows 

making a certain rating of environmental problems in the region: the most significant topic was the problem of waste 

recycling with a share of 86%, air purity - 7.81%, water purity - 3.51%, sanitary conditions in the region - 1.82% and 

illegal mining of common minerals - 0.9%.  

According to the results obtained, the MENRof the Republic of Tatarstan pays great attention to attracting the 

younger generation to ensure environmental safety. Thus, the department actively uses the Mobile Application 

"School Eco-Patrol" for information communication with the population. In accordance with the instruction of the 

President of the Republic of Tatarstan to involve schoolchildren in practical work to establish sanitary order, an 

annual competition is held among students of different educational organizations using a specially developed Mobile 

Application "School Eco-Patrol", which ensures the delivery of photo or video messages with recorded violations of 

the environmental legislation of the Republic of Tatarstan.  

For effective interaction of the republic population with the state authorities, it was created the State Information 

System of the Republic of Tatarstan "People's Control" ("Ecology" category), which provides prompt notification via 

https://ex.kpfu.ru/owa/redir.aspx?C=KrLip6oqALsPf3nzWJlzwswGef1y6N2K_9NsA9GeXfiTPbPOcC3YCA..&URL=https://eco.tatarstan.ru/
https://ex.kpfu.ru/owa/redir.aspx?C=KrLip6oqALsPf3nzWJlzwswGef1y6N2K_9NsA9GeXfiTPbPOcC3YCA..&URL=https://eco.tatarstan.ru/
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the Internet or through a mobile application in the categories "Landfills", "Water", "Air", “Illegal Quarries”, 

“Sanitary Condition”, “Corruption in Ecology” and “Illegal Extraction of Common Mineral Resources at a Water 

Body”.  

Since 2019, the MENRof the Republic of Tatarstan has been publishing the monthly magazine "S Chistogo Lista". It 

reflects the main environmental projects of the republic, interviews with experts, events and winners of 

eco-competitions held by the Ministry. All issues are available in electronic format on the ministry's official website. 

The television program "Chisty Tatarstan" (broadcast once a week) discusses the problems of ecology and 

environmental protection with answers on the air: how to preserve natural resources, clean air and water bodies, how 

to deal with illegal garbage dumps.  

According to the data obtained, an important interaction channel between the MENRof the Republic of Tatarstan and 

the media is the monitoring system "Incident Management", which allows tracking news on five social networks 

(Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, VKontakte, Odnoklassniki). Statistics are kept on all processed and unprocessed 

"incidents", which can be observed in real-time by the employees of municipal and regional administrations, as well 

as by the presidential administration using the program, with the obligatory processing of each "incident" within 24 

hours from its registration in the system.  

The MENRof, the Republic of Tatarstan, annually organizes a republican competition "Ecoleader" with the 

participation of individual entrepreneurs, local authorities, educational organizations, public associations, citizens 

and media in the field of industry to attract the population to participate in solving the environmental problems.  

The most significant event of the MENRof the Russian Federation in ensuring environmental safety is the national 

project "Ecology". The project "Ecology" includes 12 national projects, of which eight are being implemented on the 

territory of the Republic of Tatarstan. The effectiveness of information support for ongoing environmental projects 

was measured using content analysis of high-rated regional media: "Realnoe Vremya", "Business Online", 

"Vechernaya Kazan" for 2015-2019.  

The obtained quantitative indicators of publications and mentions on the subject in the regional media under the 

project "Ecology" are given in Table 3. The total number of publications on the national project "Ecology" in the 

regional media was 614, of which more than two thirds (69.4%) accounted for "Business Online", one-quarter of 

materials (24.3) - "Realnoe Vremya" and 6.3% - "Vechernyaya Kazan". At the same time, there are very few 

publications related to solving specific problems of the environment. In general, they are single. Only three main 

topics can be distinguished by publications in "Business Online":  

- Volga improvement - 71 publications; 

- Preservation of forests - 65 materials; 

- Preservation of unique water bodies - 65. 

  

Table 3. Quantitative indicators of references in the regional media to the problems of the project "Ecology 

Project Realnoe Vremya Business Online Vechernaya Kazan 

National Project "Ecology" 149 426 39 

Clean country 2 1 7 

Integrated management system for 

MSW 
3 9 0 

Clean water 0 3 19 

Volga improvement 5 71 4 

Preservation of unique water bodies 2 49 0 

Preservation of biological diversity 

and development of ecological 

tourism 

0 3 0 

Preservation of forests 1 65 4 

Implementation of the best available 

technologies 
2 23 1 
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The obtained results of the information support comparative analysis of state environmental policy at the federal and 

regional levels of government, the content of the official websites of the MENRof the Republic of Tatarstan and the 

Ministry of Natural Resources and Ecology of the Russian Federation, the work of press offices allow asserting that 

there is insufficient media coverage of the problems of ensuring environmental safety. Thus, according to the most 

significant national project "Ecology" in Russia today, there are very few publications related to solving specific 

environmental problems, they are not of a systemic, analytical nature that attracts the attention of the public and the 

authorities to the need to solve them. According to the data obtained from the content analysis of regional media, 

such significant projects as "Preservation of Biological Diversity and Development of Ecological Tourism" and 

"Clean country" have the lowest rates.  

The study of the possibility of citizens' access to a communication channel with the state authorities in charge of 

environmental protection at the federal and regional levels allows making a conclusion that the communication 

between regional government and citizens is more intense than that of the federal agency. 

4. Conclusions 

Increasing the effectiveness of information support of the state environmental policy requires increased public 

attention of the authorities to the problems that have arisen in the human environment through, first of all, more 

intensive use of all information resources of the MENRof the Russian Federation, the MENRof the Republic of 

Tatarstan: official websites, press offices, and media.  

The forms of environmental issues shall also be fundamentally new, focusing the population's attention on 

information about eliminated environmental offences, environmental education and enlightenment of the younger 

generation. It is necessary to strengthen coverage of incidents and disasters in the field of ecology, materials with 

predicting threats to the existence of the entire civilization.  
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